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ADE is a Subject of ſuch Extent 
and Delicacy, tha few have attempted _ 
to touch, and none ever pretended to 
treat it, in the way of a compleat Sy- 
ſem. The Reaſon 1 preſume is, becauſe the Fluc- 
ua ati s of Commerce, ariſing from Neglect, Acci- 
t, Force, or unavoidable Change of Circum- 
es, cannot be reduced to certain general Rules: 
on the contrary, what is a proper Encourage- 
at one time, may be very ieee at an- 
ther. 
| In a Nation depending upon Trade, it ſhould 
herefore 1 the principal Care of thoſe in Power 
| B | to 
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2 
to watch all its Fluctuations; to obſerve narroy 
the Rivalſhip. of Neighbours z to obviate their Put. 
les, by all juſtifiable Means; to guard the Pol 
| with a Tigorous Jealouſy ; te ſeixe even 
Opportunity given, by the Neglect of Foreignen 
and to improve our natural 8 57 all 
fible Encouragements. 
By theſe wiſe Arts our 
tended their Trade, under all the Diadvanfge 
Arbitrary Power, beyond the Bounds of Credibilig 
Councils of Commerce were prudently inſtituted; the G 
and compoſed of Men of Figure, Genius, and EA 8c" 
perience, whoſe Ears are open to all Informatiom Th 
-whole Employment depends not upon other Seri eſe, 
ces, but upon the ſole Merit of Capacity to c Gan 
ceive, and Ability to judge of every Scheme ob Loch 
fered for the Advancement of Trade, with Po here 
to reward amply and impartial 8 every Man 
contributes to that great publi 
If then a wiſe Policy can thus turn the Tide df 

Commerce into the Channels of @ Country beg 
cans Power prevails, contrary to its natural 
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the ' conſtitutional Fare Fam of Liberty, 
our happy Situation for Trade, we enjoy a Variet 
of other Advantages; from the Home Productid 
- of raw Materials for - Manufactures, which ou 
Neighbours either have not at all, or have not if 
ſuch Plenty and Perfection? From hence, i it is velſ 
evident, that we have it in our power, in ſpite a 
all Rivalſhip, to ſecure to our own profit, evelſ 
Branch of Trade, depending upon thoſe raw M# 
terials ; becauſe where the Sources are, the Stream 
may certainly be led through what Channels me +® 
Poſſeſſors pleaſe. 1 
But not to mention the Production of Tin, Lead 
and Corn; * us conſider eur the Wool of Gres 
Britath 
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| Britain, and Treland, as ſuperior to that of other 
Countries, by being better fitted for Manufactures 
Pate ſuitable to the general Uſe of Mankind; and of 
Pol this Production, Providence has poured upon us an 
kn Abundance, with an unſparing Hand; as if this 
znen l beſt Gift of Heaven was conferred on a free Peo- 
Il pal Ne, as the Reward of their Virtue, in preſerving 
weir Liberty by various mighty Struggles, and 
e exl tanſmitting it ſo far to Poſterity. . 
AV The Wool of Spain is indeed of a more filky 
© lin] Marure, better fitted by its Fineneſs for Cloathing 
uted de Great and Luxurious; but not ſuitable to the 
general Uſe of Mankind. © ö | 
tions} The Wool of France, on the contrary, is coarſe, 
Fer! ale, and of a ſhort Staple, abundant in 
cn Wantity 3 but utterly unfit of itſelf, to make 
je off Hoths for Exportation to hotter Climates; and 
herefore' by no means capable of rivalling Britiſh 
Manufactures, at the moſt profitable Markets in 
Europe, Ala, Afrita, and America. | ; 
ide But, ſince the laſt Peace, ſhe hath by the refined 
wher*olicy of her wiſe Miniſter, and by (what ſhall I 
datum fall it ?) the Connivance of others, found means 
d free © tranſport clandeſtinely, vaſt Quantities of our 
bel bolden; Fleeces, to her immenſe Profit, and our 
- ani} ſpeakable Diſadvantage. ' For, by having our 
rich Wool of long and fine Staple, to mix with that 
ua} her own Production, ſhe is enabled not only to 
coul upply her Home Conſumption, but to rival us 
ot U Foreign Markets; where ſhe can ſupplant us by 
s ver} e Cheapneſs: of her Labour: And thus ſhe em- 
ite a Roys Mulcitudes of her Subjects in the moſt pro- 
eyell table manner, who muſt otherwiſe lie a dead 
„Mel Leight on Society; while our induſtrious Poor, 
eam for want of Work, are become 3 Burthen to the 
1s the Landed Intereſt. el 
. But this is not all; for, inſtead of purcha- 
Leading theſe rich Materials with Coin, or Bullion, ſhe 
Gren B 2 exchanges 
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exchang es her ſuperfluous Commodities, that others 
wiſe mak be abſolutely loſt ; becauſe no other Na, 
tion in Europe can take them off her hands. This 
is evident in Ireland, from the plain Fact of hav: 
ing no French Money current in that Kingdom for 
many Years ; tho! it was the | ne Species, 
before the vaſt Conſumption of ch Wine and 
y took place in that Kingdom. So that Ire, 
lendis doubly duped; firſt, by the Exportation of 
Proviions and; ar the Neceſſaries of Life, and 
the moſt valuable of her Productions; and ſecond: 
I, by receiving in Exchange for them what can | 
not poſſibly turn to any . National Advantage; but 
on the contrary, to the Debauchery of Morals, ang 
25 Imury of the People's Health. - 
Creatr Britain is allo a Sharer in the Mixfornns 
both by the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool, and | 
taking in Exchange French Wine, Brandy, Silks; 
Lace, Cambricks, Ge. to ſuch. an immenſe Value, 
as annually draws, ww thence to France,. above a | 
Million and a half, if Mr, Jeſbua Gee's Calculations 
taken from the Cuſtom- are genuine; to 
which therefpre, I beg leave to refer the inquiſiti 
Reader. But if the Balance was only one Million 
vearly, 1 * enough to exalt the Nation which gain, 
. it u Ruin of that which loſeth it; unleis her } I. 
rind with Gold, like the Arabian Moun: | 
1 Conſequence js already too apparent; pe 
by the pteſent — of France, riſen from à poon 
de populated, wretched Kingdom, to ſuch Richs th. 
and Power, as render her the Terror, if not the] de 
Arbiter of Europę; andd all this effected by the Wil; | the 
dom and good Policy of her Miniſters, in turning | pie 
the Tide of our — — into her Fa | Channels: | ur 
while neglected Britain droops her Head, her Trea -“ 
ſures almoſt exhauſted, loaded with Debt; her beſt | va 
1 N faded, cherindultrousPoor unemploy bu 
| IU nr Shoal traf | ev. 
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(5) 
herz diftraſſed and ſtarving. Unhappy Brita, how art 
Nas thou fallen! by what Means is not hard to j ge, 


This | fince, by the natural Poſſeſſion of the beſt Wool in 


hav; | Europe for general Uſe, it is evident, beyond all 
for | contradition, that ſhe has it in her power to turn 
the Streams of that inechauſtible Fountain. — 
which wa Le and _—— 


own Adv 
pecullay Kangllanooce © 


But beſides the 
for general Uſe it is ſuperior to that of all other Na- 
tions for employing a Multitude, and variety ef 
Hands: ſince, not only the robuſt and vigorous fin 
in it full Employment, hut the [nfirmjties of Old- 
Age, and the WeakneG of Children, otherwiſe of 
no Advantage to themſelves or the Public. © What 
then | ſhall we fit down tamely, and ſee our grand 
Enemy, after having, by wicked Policy, made a 
Breach between Spain and Great- Britain; to the 

mutual Diſadvantage of both, (for their Intereſts ate 
dy Nature united 3) f ſnall we, I ſay, permit this E. 
nemy to monopolize the Trade che World by the 
; ti clandeſtine tion of our Wool, while the na; 
ſitir tural Proprietors of it are d and twiferable ? 
ien] the induſtrious Poor pining for Want, and becoming 
gaiad F Burthen to the Publick, Urady groaning under a 
5 her} Load of National Debt and Taxes? Shall we not 
oun; | father immediately join as one Man, in all the pro- 
rent, per and juſt Means of ſending up a — of 
poor, the People, firmy refoly'd- to put in execution 
ichs | the moſt i effeRtual ethods for Þ the clans 
- the} deſtine Exportation of Wool, and 3 Preſerve 
Wik the glorious Realms of 1 „and the once hap- 
ning | pieſt People of the World, from falling a Sacrifice to 
nels: |} univerſal Monarchy and arbirrary Power. 
For the prevention of atal Confeque 
various Means have been long, arid often wy 
but the leaſt effectual put in execution; as is too 
41 evident from the * of the clandeſtine: Ex- 
| portation 
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1 
portation of Wool. For, what avail penal Laws 
againſt thie Force of Neceſſity? Such Laws. ſerve 
only to put needy People upon more cunning Devices 
to evade their Force. To what rpoſe were Ships 
of War ſtationed on the Coaſt of Ireland, at a great 
Expence, but to enrich; their venal Commanders, by 
a. treachergus Connivance at the illicit Exportation of 


Wool, contrary to the very Intent of their Station. 


The Method propoſed by Mr. Webber, for an 
univerſal Regiſtry of Wool, has in it the A 


of much Probability 3 and notwithſtanding his Cal- 


culation may be ftretch'd. too far, deſerves a careful 
ment: but whether it will be effectual or not, muſt 
be ſubmitted to better Judgment and future Expe- 
rience. - One Objection to ĩt, with regard to Ireland, 


ſeems inſuperable 3 and that is, the Difficulty of in- 


Tything-men and Church-Wardens in 
that Kingdom to concur in a fair and haneſt Re- 
— Wool: For where a Jury cannot be 
ound to give a Verdict againſt the clandeſtine Ex- 
porters of Wool upon the plaineſt Evidence, it 
ſeems hardly probable; that parochial Officers will 
be more faithful in the Execution of Laws for Re- 
try ; eſpecially conſidering that the great Landed 
Men are the People, who, for their own Profit 
encourage the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool at 
preſent ; and will under the Act for the Regiſtry 
ef Wool have the like, influence in the Appoint- 
ment of parochial Officers, and conſequently of 
defeatin the Force of that Law alſo. 112 | | 
Hut if that Scheme is found ineffectual, there is 
alſo another that has the appearance of ſome 
weight, and that is, to make it every Man's private 
ſuſereſt to prevent the Exportation of our Wool. 
Thus the Wiſdom of Providence operates on the 
Affairs of Mankind: For every private Virtue con- 
tributes as well to the general Good, as to the Poſ- 
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7 
: ſeſſors ] Even private Vices, tlio“ far from being 
: the neceſſary Means ef public Benefit, (as a witty 
: wicked Author has attempted to prove) yer are 
0 by the Wiſdom of Providence converted, in a Va- 
4 riety of Inſtances, to that excellent purpoſe.” Thus 
J rake doubles the Diligence of ſome, and I 
7 : whets the Invention of others, to explore new 
1 Arts, and refine Manufactures, either ornamental, 
8 or convenient to Life. 
= As therefore the private Intereſt of Individuds 
[ generalſy renminates by the Scheme of Providence 
* in public Good, ſo it is the Perfection of the hu- 
t _ to imitate the divine Wiſdom, in | 
* — rivate Advantage of every Man ſubſervient as 
„ as poſſible to the general Good of Society. 
* Au this, I conceive, may be effected, with re- 
n peck to Ireland; ſince it would be her Intereſt not 
. | her cer 8 nes if the had a fare of 
— rait ari om r dur 
Is nufactured. 
1 The Jealouſy of England is juſt, in preventing 
ll her Dependencies from ſupplanting the Mother- 
_ Country in Trade; but that Jealouſy may, as in 
d other caſes; be carried to Sell deſtruction; and & 
lr ſeems evidently ſo, with reſpect to the Woollen 
it Trade. For, however advantageous the Laws of 
Y 1} ZHreland, laying on high Duties to prevent the Ex- 
Ct | portation of Woollen Manufactures from that King- 
of dom, at the time of enacting them, were to Exp- 
ia land, then in full Poſſeſſion of that Trade; yet 
15 fince the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool has quite 
IE changed the Circumſtances of Great Britain, and 
it turned her Woollen Trade into the Channels of 
. France, it ſeems neceſſary to alter thoſe Laws, ſo 
10 as to prevent the Exportation of Wool, and there- 
i * by retrieve that Manufacture. As the Laws of 
. Ireland now ſtand, the Subjects of that Kingdom 
| cannot export Woollen Goods and therefore = 
maxe 
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89) 
ane nome than what are ſuffreieſit fbr ther 
Den whence it follows, thit a grrat 
Hol muſt lic on their hands. What 
tea mu be done wich that 8 
. the expect fory) whe il 
cannot 3 for, Wha 
e-_ with che. Means of Suhſiſtunoe in their 
2 The Po — will, ſell their 
'ool to the clan eſtine Exporter, for the {mall 
Price he will — and he cannot ven- 
e —— 
4 n hibitin the Ex 
yery WS, Pro 8 port 
"tion. of Wool, ſerve no other 
render it cheaper to the French. 


1 — — — prpare-af pay ban wide 
the Exportation bf Woollen Manufactures ; . 
thereby, according to the Proportion of her Wool, 


Wool- 


reap one third. Parr of the whole Foreign 
— . th Is it not a leſs Evil to Great Britain, 


rnit France, hy the clandeſtine Expor- 


— our Wool, to engroſs two Thirds of that 


Trade to herſelf, as ſhe is thought to do at pro- 
ſent? For, let it be remarked here, (what I think 
nobody diſputes) that France, by having one Pack 


of our Wool, is enabled to work up two of her 


own Produce,. into ſuch Manufactures as rival. us 
in all che Markets of the World. If then we 
could by any her from having our 


any means prevent. 
Wool, that of her own Growth could not be ma- 
nufactured 


o as to anſwer the Purpoſes of Ex- 
z hardly of her own Conſumption ; per- 
| — her to take from us her beſt Cloathing; 
and ſo turn the Balance of Trade, now ſo greatly 
in our Disfavour, as much to our Advantage. 

Jealous Eyes may look with Envy on the 1rif, 
Poſſeſſing one third of the Woollen Trade; but 
ag it is better ſo, than to ſuffer Frence to enjoy 


two 
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two Thirds of it: ſince the Ii are our Fellow- 
Subjects, and Great Britain is the Seat of Govern- | 
inent, the Nurſery of Arts, the Fountain of Ho- F 
nour and Preferments, and conſequently the Centre F 
of Triſh Riches. But if this Loan of a Share in the | 
Profit of the Woollen Trade was made-to Ireland 
at preſent, in order to ſtop the clandeſtine Expor- 
ation of Wool, it might in due time, and by caſy 
degrees; be taken back to the Mother-Country ; 
not by Dint of Potver, or oppreſſive Laws, bir by 
a wiſe Policy, and proper Encouragement given to 
the Linnen-Manufactures: For, if theſe Kingdoms 
and her American Colonies, were ſupplied wholly 
mth coarſe and fine Linnens of Eugliſb, Scotch and 
i Manufacture, to the entire Excluſion of fo- 
eign Linnen, thoſe of Ireland might imploy all 
us kr Labours. If then the 7-16 were turned fo much 
d { oManufattures, there muſt be great Quantities of 
xl, om wanted for their Food, and of courſe' much 
„ Fore Labour applied to arable, and, lefs to the 
„, {browth and Manufacture of Wool. _ 
r- Io turn the Libours of Ireland therefore from 
at flat Growth and Manufacture, by all poſſile En- 
wurage ment to the Production of Hemp, and Flax, 
nd the Manufacture of both, ſeems, the moſt ra- "ny 
onal and effectual way to prevent the clandeſtine 1 
JEportation of Wool: But, whether this Encou- 108 
agement ſhall be given, by taking off the Draw- iſ} 
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kck of all foreign Linnens, of by what other Me- | 
"ig "muſt be ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of Par- 
To the former Method, there have been Objec- 110 
lons of no ſmall Force, as injurious. to our A. 
rrican Colonies; for to oblige them to pay an 
ber Price for all coarſe Linnens, than at pre- | 
FT" (which muſt be the Caſe at firſt) is to lay upon | 
em a burthenſome Tax: but I preſume a Com- 11 
Nation of that Tax would ſoon be made by a | 
BLOW - C greater | 
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= greater Conſumption and Demand for the Produce 
| of North and South America, both being the natu | , mn 
ral Effect of an Increaſe of Riches, and Populouf: — 
neſs in Great Britain and Ireland. 
As therefore to give Ireiand a Share of the wool. 
len Trade at foreign Markets at preſent, is the on 
way to thake it her Intereſt not to export unwrought | B 
| | Wool; fo, to bring back her Portion of the wool- "TY 
2 len Trade in due Tine, to the Mother- Country 
pp all poffible 8 of the Growth + of 1 
Hemp and Flax, and of her Linnen Manufactures #: 
ſeems the moſt wiſe and effeCtual Policy. 
Next to making it the Intereſt of Ireland. not w. 
rt unwrought Wool, another proper Means of geg 
preventing it, 1 an 4 Lab Probibiti tion of all Trad 
. bvith France, Ireland, inſtead of loſing any a0 70 Th 
| tage frori ſuch a Prohibition,” muſt, be grea 9 be - 
I | hi 


her 
ted, by topping the vaſt 4 of * 
Win Brandy, &c. from whence it is morally im — 


pofſible for any People to derive a National Profit. i ch 
To this Prohibition it may be objected, t that, 


land havis not a ſufficient Vend for Beef, 
and bther Pfopiſions, muſt be impoveriſhed; B 


it alread 
MF 


* 
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7 Linnen Nana res of pong, 55 
Z er excciited; the great Number of Man 
3 fa&tarers then employed, muſt require abundantlf * 

| more Corn for their Subſiſtence; and neceſſanlſ " T 
Encourage mote Tillage in that Kingdom; and * g 
conrſt both leflen the fa and increaſe wg | 
own Confumption of Cattle, Ec. arid then, there wil 
remain much leſs Provifiens for Exportation.... Fa 
the great Plenty, and Cheapneſs .of Proviſions in 
Ireland at preſent, are wi; to the Poverty 0. 


00 
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common People; the Fruits of whoſe Labour is not 
ſufficient to feed them with Fleſh, and wheaten 
Bread; and therefore they ſubſiſt chiefly upon Po- 
tatoes and Milk; well content with that cheap and 


homely Food, if enjoyed with Lazinefs. 


But by encreaſing the Value of Labour by Manu- 
faftures, they will be enabled to live well on good 
Fleſh and Bread; and having once taſted the Sweets 
of Induſtry, muſt naturally purſue it as the only 
means to enjoy all the Conveniences and Comforts 
of Life. = 
That Trade and Manufactures purchaſe all theſe 
Bleflings to the common People, s manifeſt in thoſe 
Parts of this Kingdom where they flouriſh moſt, 
The fame is evident even in the North of Ireland, 
where the Linnen Manufacture is principally eſta- 
blſhed : For there alſo the common People live on 
Fleſh, and a more generous Food and Drink, than 
in the other Counties unemployed by Manufactures; 
and therefore, if by proper Encouragement the Lin- 
nen Manufactures were eſtabliſhed all over Ireland, 


F their own Conſumption of Fleſh, Sc. muſt cut off 


her preſent Stores for Exportation. 

And our own Sugar Colonies, under a wiſe Di- 
reftion, and proper Encouragements, muſt extend 
their Demands for all kinds of Proviſions much 
urther, than the Superfluities of Ireland could 
poſſibly ſupply. 

Another Advantage to Ireland from the Prohi- 


F dition of all French Trade, and thereby cutting off 
dhe Importation of Wine and Brandy, muſt neceſſa- 


nly be this ; that to ſupply Drink, more Orchards 
will be planted, and much more Barley propaga- 
ted, which therefore muſt diminiſh in proportion 
o the quantity of Paſturage, and conſequently the 


Production of Cattle, Butter, Sc. Sc. 


Was there no other Reaſon for the Prohibition 
of all Trade with France, beſides the Prevention f 
Ws © ER e 
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the clandeſtine rtation of Wool from Great It 


Britain and Ireland; that alone one would imagine tl 
ſufficient to induce I Execution of it: But when c 
it is conſidered what other mighty Benefits muſt ac- tl 
crue to Great Britain, as well as Ireland, the De- | p 


lay of it is matter of Aſtoniſhment to all the trading te 
World: For Great Britain by that Prohibition will 2 
ſave the great Balance before - mentioned annually o 
paid to France, will cut off in a great meaſure her | ot 
Commerce with the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies and Guinea, of 
by diſabling her, for want of our Wool to fumim P 
Manutactures ſuitable to thoſe Markets; will render | /@ 
almoſt uſeleſs her Vintages, which no other Countries | P 
can conſume; will leſſen her Manufacture of Cam- w 
brick and Lace, to the Value of ſix hundred thouſand | V 
Pounds yearly; which applied to the Encourage- | m 
ment of the Cambrick-Manufa&ture in Ireland, and | hi 
of. Lace-making in the Weſt of England, muſt | Ce 
raiſe both to Perfection, and convey Plenty to Thou- F A 
ſands of our Poor now in want. Thus by inriching l #7 
our ſelves, and diminiſhing the Trade and  Manu- Þ far 
faftures of France, we are put in a State of more | W 
Security from her ambitious Enterprizes, and all I Cl 
Europe freed from the juſt Fear of Univerſal Mo- inę 
narchy. For to turn the Tide of Commerce from W 
France, (as is evidently in our power to do, both of 
with reſpect to the Woollen and Sugar Trade“, 
the chief Points ſhe aims at) is to dry up the two 
great Sources of her Wealth, and conſequently 
to diſtreſs her more than by the moſt vigorous 
War +.::.. 
It may be objected, that whatever 1. 8 Advan 
tages may attend a Prohibition of all Trade 
France, the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool, wil 
| in 


® See @ Pampblet, intitled, A 'Compyrifan, between the 
Nor rthern and Britiþ Sugar Colonies. 
See a Pamphles, intitted, An Eſſay on the prefent Con. 
juncture. 


Country 


in that Caſe be carried on, as effectually, as under 
the Prohibition of Penal Laws now exiſting; be- 
cauſe no general Prohibition can be more ſevere than 


them. But let it be conſidered, that the preſent 
penal Laws have already proved inſtrumental 


to render Wool cheaper to the French, who, by 
paying for that Wool in Wine, Brandy, and ſuch 
other Superfluities, have the Purchaſe of Wool ſtill 
on eaſter Terms; whereas, if all the Productions 
of France were abſolutely prohibited, under ſevere 
Penalties, not only on the Importers, but on whom- 
ſoever thoſe Commodities are found; and the whole 
Profit of ſuch Diſcoveries go to the Informer; it 
would be impoſſible for France to purchaſe Iriſh 
Wool at the preſent cheap Rate, and therefore ſhe 
muſt encourage the clandeſtine Exportation at a very 
high Price, to be paid in Bullion or Coin: The 
from whence 1t goes would then reap the 
Advantage of the moſt profitable Returns, and 
France become thereby ſo much the poorer : At the 


| ſame time the high Price given in that Caſe for run 
Wool, muſt ſo enhance the prime Coſt of French 
Cloth, as to take away all Poſſibili 


of ſupplant- 


ing us at foreign Markets. But, after all, if our 


Woollen Trade was extended to Ireland, the Price 


of Wool muſt riſe too high for foreign Purchaſers; 
and the People hardly tempted to part with the 
rich Materials of a Manufacture, which 4 
ſates Labour with ſuch high Rewards: For, I be- 
lieve, there is not a Commodity in Nature of ſuch 


general Uſe, whoſe Value is ſo much enhanced by 


manufacturing: Nor is there a Manufacture of fo 
t Extent, becauſe Cloathing is the Want of all 
ankind, and muſt be the Demand of the whole 
World. To make it therefore the Intereſt of Ire- 
land, (from whence moſt of the Wool is exported) 
to keep it for manufacturing, and to cut off all Re- 
turns for it in French Production, by an. _ 
| ro- 
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Prohibition, ſeem the only effoctual Methods of 
preventing that National Evil. 
Hor, as has been hinted; it is the Perfection of 
Human Laus to be well ſuited, not only to the ge- 
WM neral-Good, but as much as poſſible to the particular 
3 Iotereſt of every Member of Society + And where 
they are nat ſo framed ; but, hag eats to the 
general Di ag. of a whole Kingdom (as is 
the. — "pill Ireland) they bocome abloturely im- 
The firſt Step neceſſary therefore | to prevent the 
clandeſtine Exportation 5 Wool, is to alter thoſe 
Laus, ſo as to make it the Jutereſi © the Iriſh to 
manufacture their own Wool; or to ſend it to Great 
Britain only. Such Laws will execute themſelves ; 
orrather, every: Man will, for his own Sake, affiſt 
in the Execution. 
The third and laſt Project for preventing the 
dandeſtine 3 of Wool is mentioned here, 
more out of Deference to other People's Opinion 
than my oum; but chiefly to obviate the Reception 
bn a Scheme full of Difficulties, and liable to Ob- 
in my Apprehenſion inſuperable. The 
is, that Gt Britain ſhall raiſe a large 


_— — 
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Fe of Money, (ſuppoſe two or three hundred 
thouſand Poynds) applicable to the Purchaſe of all 
the furplus Wool of * 09 which being depoſited 
in oper Store - houſra throughout that Kingdom, 
mu be fold again ta Britiſb 3 at prime 
given, 


Coſt as demanded, upon 
that each Parcel of Wool, 70e, io diſk 2 "Thai not 
be exparted, but manufactured. How is the Nation 
already immerſed in Debt, and loaded with every 
Kind of Tax in the power of Prodigality to invent, 
able to furniſh ſuch a preſent Supply? How much of 
this Money muſt neceſſarily be funk in the Expence of 
proper Store chouſes, and in paying another TR 
DP of Wool-Collectors? What Trouble * af 
: culty 


PLE —— 


( 13 0 FX 


* ficulty is laid on the Manufacturer, to find and 
give acceptable Security for the Wool ſo diſtributed? 
What room is there for Cav, Inſolence of Office; 
and M------/Partiality ? and what further Diffi- 
culty to the Manufacturer in provi 


ving that thoſe very 
Parcels of Wool, for, which. was given, are 


wrought into Manufacturts? But above, all, what 


an Extenſion mult this be f MI Power; 
which would then become more truly formidable; 
than Prerogative was, about an hundred Years 
ſince. For at that time, Prerogatiye was den in 


its Attacks; in Levies df Ship- Maney, forced 


Loans, Ec. Sc. and the People rouſed by open 


Wirongs, and the Violations of Law, fdon reduced 


the. Exorbitancies: But whether it is more abs 


ſurd, or ridiculous, that che vety ſort of Pebpley 


who could not bear the Stretch of Royal Power, 


| ſhould not only ſtoop with Tametieſs, but be tlic 
chief Abettors of a Power more deſpicable and dart 


gerdus; more deſpicable, becauſe vaſtly ſubordi- 
nate, without the Dazzle of Royalty, or any Pre- 
tence to diyine Unction ! more e 
mare ſecret in its Operations For M. I Power, 


under the fair e and by the fly. Arts 


of Corruption, winning a legiſlative Sanction, may 
ſap the very Foundations of 3 What is the 
greateſt Bulwark of Liberty againſt the open 'Vio- 
lence of Prerogative, or the fecret: Machinitiony of 
Minifters ? Is it not the Freedom ani Inidtpendenty 
of the Houſe of Commons, the repreſentative Bod 
of the People, without whoſe Coricurrence no Itiſti- 
tution can become lawful ? If then a by 
the Influence of Places, and by all the other fecrer 
of Bribery and Corruption; ſhall Be able here. 
t either to procure the Electiomof a Majority at 
his devotion, or to purchaſt it aftet-Recurh, there 
is an end of the People's Liberty. But that is not 


all; for the Crown itſelf muſt be then at the Di/poſal 
| 0 
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bf a acious Miniſter ; becaife when all Power is 
taken from the People, is it probable that he who 
took it, will transfer it to the Hand of his Prince, 
thereby enabling him to puniſh the Crime? Is it 
not rather certain, that he muſt keep it for Self- pre- 
ſervation? Thus Cromwell did, after having gained | 
the. Army, firſt deprived the Nation of its Liber- 
ys and then of its Royalty: So cloſe a Connexion 
is there in the Britiſh Conſtitution between the 
Safety of the Crown, and- the Preſervation of the 
Publick: Liberty, that it is next to impoſſible the 
former can flouriſh, while the latter decays. How 
very dangerous then is it for a Prince to delegate 
his Power, Riches, and Influences, to the Hand of 
any one Subject in his Dominions ! not only becauſe 
à Subject is more liable to the Temptations of Am- 
bition, Avarice, and the Aggrandiſement of his 
Family, than a Prince can be; but alſo becauſe the 
Exerciſe of ſuch extended Power is above the Ca- 


ER and depend che HF of any one Man 


* * (and it is one of the great I Vi 
eſt Excellencies of our Conſtitution) the executive 
Power is lodged in the hands of a Monarch, ſur- 

rounded with Grandeur, Affluence and Dignity; 
and therefore, above all Temptations to abuſe it; 
that he may delegate it in due Meaſure, and juſt 
Proportion ſuitable to the Capacity and Ability 
of each Miniſter, i in whoſe hands he puts the ſacred 
8 ' 
he executive Bowes of the Crown thus divided 

into proper Branches, i of each other, is 
adminiſtred with Safety to the Sovereign, and with 
Eaſe to his Miniſters, who are a conſtant Check, by 
being independent of each other; infomuch that it 
is almoſt impoſſible va Cc can * deceived! 
nis 
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This was the chief Inſtrumentof Glory to Queen 
Elizabeth, and will be for the Glory and-Happi- 
neſs of every Britiſp Monarch in future Ages; for 
Power thus diſtributed, naturally adminiſters Health 
and Felicity to the Body Politick, as our Paſſions 
do to the human Body, when not one of them is 
ſuffered to predominate over the other, but all are 
directed properly to their ſeveral right Uſes, by the 
ſupreme Guidance, and under the Sovereignty of 
Reaſon !: „ 5785 
What then can be ſaid for thoſe Politicians, whb 
pretend Zeal for the King, and Love for Liber- 
ty, and yet manifeſtly hazard the Well-being of 
both, by endeavouring to eſtabliſh delegated Power 
in the hand of one Man? Can ſuch Men be ſincere 
in their. Profeſſions ? - Still further, what ſhall be 
thought of thoſe, who, to ſecure the Poſſeſſion of 
{delegated Power to that one Man, ſhall aid and aſſiſt 
him in all the wicked Arts of Bribery and Corrup- 
tion? Can ſuch Men be really honeſt ? Is there any 
Vice more abominable in its own Nature; more 
ſubverſive of Juſtice in the common Courſe of Law; 
and conſequently more injurious to Society, than Bri- 
bery and Corruption ? With what Face then can any 
Man practice, or juſtify the Practice of it, to the 
Inſult of Common Senſe, and the Reproach of Hu- 
man Nature. 

That Placemen at Will, without Capacity for 
their Employments; that Penſioners, and the innu- 
merable moe of Exciſemen, and other Drones, 
who live in Luxury without Care or Labour, upon 
the Honey of Induſtry, ſhould be the Tools of Cor- 
ruption, and the Reproach of a People, is no great 
vonder: but that any Man of Independency, or 
moral Character, ſhould herd with ſuch Cattle, is 
n aſtoniſhing Infatuation, not leſs fatal to ſocial 
Happineſs, than the rankeſt Enthuſiaſm is to real 

D Religion, 
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Religion. It is as unnatural, as for Merchants to 
love the great Enemy of Commerce; and the chief 
Reviler of their Profeſſion : or for Manufacturem 
to ſupport a Perſon at the Expence of their polit- 
cal Salvation, for a preſent Morſel of Bread, who 
cares not if they ſtarve when the Job is done : Ih 
ſhort, it is ſuch a flat Abſurdity, as that the loudeſt 


Pretenders to the Principles of Liberty ſhould ſup- | 


rt in Power, their Oppreſſor, trampling upon 


on Necks, while they in return lick his Feet ie 


fawning Spaniels. 

If the Majority of a Nation were compoſed df 
ſuch Heroes he the Cauſe of Liberty, any one maj 
read its Fate without the Spirit of Prophecy. It 
a wonderful Stupidity, that any People can be 0 


manifeſtly acceſſary to their own Perdition : that 


the old, ſtale Craft of wicked Men, ſhould ſtill be 
able to divide them into Parties, in order to com-. 


paſs their private ſelf. intereſted Purpoſes ; and rule 


them with a Rod of Iron, forged by their owt Þ 


Hands! Let ſuch Men remember, that it is the 
firſt Maxim of Tyranny, to divide, and then i 
rule the People abſolutely ; let them recollect, that 
Union is the only means of defeating M—1, s 
well as any other Tyranny ;' and that there is at 
| hand an Opportunity, when Union may exert ll 
its Vigour, as well to retrieve the Decay of Trade, 
as to reſtore the Nation's Power; as well to vindi- 
cate its Glory, avenge, and redreſs its Wrongs, a 
to procure an honourable Peace and durable Pro- 

ſperity. | 


It is in vain to boaſt the Excellence of any Civil | 


Conſtitution, while the Adminiſtration of it deviates 
from the firſt effential Principles. Tf the Knowledge 
and Wiſdom of Men and Angels were combined 
to form the moſt excellent Model of Government, 
it will for ever remain à dead Form, incapable of 
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communicating or ſecuring ſocial Felicity, while the 
s to | Execution of it is either weak or wicked. All 1 
hief | Diſputes therefore, and political Harangues upon | 
wes | that Subject, are either ſplendid Amuſements, or de- 
Ji. luſive Arts, to turn the Thoughts of Mankind from 
who | the Spring of ſocial Happineſs, the wiſe and juſt - 
th | Exerciſe of the executive Power. 


ſup- For Forms of Government let Fools conteſt ; 
won | What-e&er is beſt adminiſter'd, is beſt. - Poe, 


Political Bodies are like ſome human Bodies, o- 
4 & | "ginally more ſtrong, vigorous, and better fitted 
may tor Longevity than others; but yet if the moſt ro- 
It& & buſt Conſtitution is corrupted by Vice, or enervated 
e i | by Luxury, it will crumble into Atoms, much 
thi boner than weak Bodies under a wiſe Direction and 
Ute | juſt Oeconomy. Thus a celebrated Writer ſays, a 
om enice-Glaſs may be preſerved much longer by great 
rule ! ere, than a Cryſtal without it. It is therefore the 
on Clory of good Princes, and the indiſpenſible Duty 
tie ef every good Subject, to guard againſt the evil 
+ + | Adminiſtration of delegated Power; by not ad- 
chat mitting polluted Hands to touch the ſacred De- 
1 8 poſit ; and by putting it under the Direction of the 
3s (i Wiſe, Juſt and Brave: for Honeſty is certainly the 
+ al beſt Policy in public, as well as private Life. As 
rade. de grand Enemy of Mankind, after having ſeduced 
:dj. lis Votaries from Virtue, is the firſt to reproach 
| them with Vice; fo the great Corrupters of the pre- 
Pro. lent Age, after having debauched the Morals of an 
honeſt, brave People, argue as if they were paſt all 
Redemption; and therefore, not to be influenced 
dy any other Motives than thoſe of Bribery : But 
tis hoped, the moſt profligate will Jook with hor- 
ror upon all the Traitors of their ſocial Virtue, and 
convince them by a future conſcientious i 
| D 2 1 
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of the Duties due to their Country, that Corrup, 


tion hath loſt all Influences, by attempting to ap 
the Foundations of public Liberty. 


lt is now the- Jeſt of Europe, to ſee the higheſt | 


Pretenders to public Liberty, acting an under Part 
to the Advancement of M-—1 Tyranny ; that very 


Species of Men who help*d to ſhackle the Giant Pre- 


rogative, reſigning themſelves tamely to the Dwarf 
of delegated Power, with golden Hands and Iron 
Feet. - Can ſuch People ever complain again with a 
good Grace, of the Oppreſſions of Party-Zeal, when 


inſtead of conciliating all Parties, and uniting in the | 


glorious natural Principle they profeſs, they take part 
with its deadly Foe Corruption? Is this the proper 


way to extinguiſh Bigotry, and Party-Zeal ; or ra- 
ther to ſharpen it with the keeneſt Edge of Viru- F 


lence? 


This ſeeming Digreſſion from the Subject in hand, 


may be caſily pardoned, when it is conſidered how 


naturally M——1 Power ſprings from the Project 
laſt mentioned of buying up the Surplus-Wool in} 
Ireland by a new Swarm of Collectors; and as an 
overgrown MI Power is the only means now 


left, to ſap the Foundations of Liberty, it is pre- 


ſumed no Project tending to the Encreaſe of that} 


Power, will ever be admitted by a People that ſet 


the leaſt value on the greateſt Privilege and Happi- 


neſs of Society. But after all,we ſhalt be told again, 
perhaps, that the Declenſion of Trade in general, and 


of the Woollen Manufacture in particular, is mere 
Clamour; and that Trade never flouriſhed mare, not 
had the Nation ever ſuch Numbers of Merchant. 


Ships, or ſo much Riches. 

If all this be true, what is the reaſon why the 
Encreaſe of Poor in almoſt every Pariſh in Eng- 
land, before the preſent Scarcity, and Dearnels 
P roviſion, was ſo great? That this Encreaſe 1s 1 

? — TE: 


* 45 


111114 


by a Search of the Poor- Books. 


| duction of Particulars drawn from 


which Navigation has been e 


(2r') 
real Fact, every Land-Owner feels to his oſt ; 
and of which every one elſe may be eaſily convinced 
If it be true that 
our Woollen Manufacture is not declined, what 
mean the general Cries of the labouring People for 
ſeveral Years paſt, that they are ſtarving for want 
of Employment? It is very eaſy to aſſert boldly in 
general, that the Nation flouriſhes, and is richer 
than ever, if the Rule of judging be taken from 
the Pomp and Luxury of Placemen and Penſioners; 
and it is very hard to prove the contrary, by an In- 
e Cuſtom- 
Houſe Books, which are at no Man's Command, 
Who is willing to ſift the Declenſions of Trade. 
But if Cauſes are to be judged of by Effects (which 


is the chief Rule of human Judgement) the general 
Cries, and Calamities of the People, are the certain 
Conſequence of a general Declenſion of Trade. 


Another Proof of that Declenſion is the Riſe of 


Stocks in ſuch precarious Times as the preſent; 


and indeed their Continuance ſo high for many 


Years paſt, at ſo low an Intereſt: For if Trade 
could afford 2 or 3 per Cent, more than the Funds, 
can any Man in his Senſes believe ſuch vaſt Sums 


yould lie dormant there? 
Beſide the Unprofitableneſs of Tradei in its Declen- 
ſion, the other Diſcouragement of great hazard, to 


xpoſed, for want of due 
Protection, is of it ſelf ſufficient to extinguiſh the Life 


and Spirit of Commerce. For, greatHazards advance 


Inſurance to ſuch an immoderate Premium, as the 
moſt profitable Trade cannot afford to pay; and 
mou the greateſt Enemy or Rival of a Trading 
Nation could not deviſe a more effectual way to 
pluck up Commerce by the Roots, than by ex- 


| l Navigating firſt to Search and Depredation, 


and 


* 


Al Balances of Trade between Nation and Nation 


De 
and then to Capture by a weak and contemptible 


Oe. 
Io the firſt af thoſe Cauſes were owing the De- 
cline of Trade in general, and to them in conjun- 
ction with e ee to France be imputed 
the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool from Ireland, 
Fr 
ti * 1 


Baut beſides theſe Reaſons proving the Declenſion 
of Trade in theſe Kingdoms, the great Mr. Locke 
_ hath left us one certain Criterion, 15 1 an in- 


iallible Judgment may be made of the Increaſe, or 
Decreaſe of Trade, in any Kingdom, where there 
are nat Gold or Silver Mines; and that is, &) lg 
antity of Bullion minted into current Coin. For, 


« 


muſt be paid in ſomething. of intrinſick Value, in 
the Eſteem of all Nations, which is Bullion only; 


therefore that Nation which receives a Balance from 


others upon the whole of her Trade, will have that 
Balance in Bullion added to her Wealth. What 
chen muſt be done with this Bullion? If there be 


no foreign Demands. to pay (as thete or by | 


where a Nation receives a Balance on the whole 
her Trade) the Bullion acquired by that Balance 
muſt either lie dead in the Proprietors Cheſts, or 
it muſt be minted to give it 
and ſo to produce an Iutereſt: But every Proprietor 
of Bullion will rather mint it for his Profit, than 
keep it in Cheſts; and therefore all national Ba- 
lances of Bullion muſt appear eyidently, by the 
annual Accounts of the Mint. 5 


8 ; * Let A compariſon then be made between the 
Times of the great Queen Elizabetb, and even 
the weak and wicked Reign of James the Firſt, 
(ho could not turn the golden Streams of Com- 
merce out of the Channels made by his . 
| re: 


urrency in Loans, 


| 
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that chiefly, as a 


other wrong Meaſares of weak Adminiſtrations. 
Upon fach a comp 


| and irretrievable. | 
In addition to the Propoſals already offered for 

'F the Recovery and Improvement of the Britiſb Trade 
| in general, and of the Woollen Manufacture in par- 
ticular, I beg leave to fubjoin the Expediency of all 


chern Colonies of America. Colonies of ineſtimable 


kfactures, but for their Sanufulneſs, and Ability to 


| ze thus turn'd by a wiſe Direction to Productions 


( 23) 
Predeceffor, by all the Craft of Gondemar, added 
to the Folly and Wickedneſs of Carr and Buckmip- 
ham) I ſay, let a compariſon be made between thok 
and the fucceeding Times, by the armual Accounts 
of the Mint, and it will appear to a Demonſtration 
how much the national Trade has declined ; and 

rs in the foregoing Pa: 
the clandeſtine ene of Won do e ; 


ariſon, if it be found, as I dare 
fay it will, that there was more Bullion coined in 
any two Years 'of thoſe Times, than during the 
whole twenty Years of the preſent Adminiſtration ; 
then it follows from that Proof, as well as from the 
foregoing Arguments, that Trade is miſerably fal- 
len to : ahd therefore the Cries of the Poor 
are not the Murmurs of Faction, but the genuine 
Effects of teal national Diftreſs ; which calls alood 
for preſent Relief, or the Evil muſt grow univerſal | 


proper Encouragements to be given to our Nor- 


Value to Britain, not only on account of their great 
Demand and Conſumption of her Woollen Manu- 


roduce all other Commodities of the European 

rowth wanted for Home Manufactures, and now 
purchaſed from foreign Countries with Bullion, to 
the great Diminution of our national Wealth. Co- 
lonies, I ſay, of ineſtimable Value, if their Labours 


not inter fering with thoſe of the Mother- Country; 
but moſt dangerous Rivals, if forced by their Wants 
| into 
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( 24.) 
into the ſame Kind of Manufactures ; and in cons +. 
ſequence ; thereof, into a State of abſolute Inde- 
penden ce. n 
The Queſtion then is, what ſhall be done to ſecure 
ſo great Adyantages to this Nation, and to avert. 
fo dangerous a Rivalſbip? The Anſwer is obvious, 
Let our Northern Colonies have all poſſible Encou- 
ragement to turn their whole Labours, to the Pro- 
duction of Corn, Hemp, Flax, Pot-Aſh, Silk and 
Iron. If the Bounties already given by Law. are 
_ inſufficient, let them be encreaſed ; where not given, 
let them be added; particularly with reſpect to Pig 
Iron, let the Duty of 5. per Cent. be taken off, 
and a Bounty of 5 per Cent. added,; ſince by this 
ſingle Article only, the Northern Colonies may be 
enabled to purchaſe a greater Quantity of our 
Woollen Manufactures ; and the Woods of theſe 
Kingdoms ſaved from Deſtruction, by ſmelting Iron, 
to the Encreaſe of our Navigation and Support of 
the Royal Navy, which is the Nation's Bulwark and ;; 
the only-Safeguard of Commerce. | 
A Propoſition for the Encreaſe of old, and the 
Eſtabliſhment of new Bounties, may ſtartle thoſe 
who have little regard for Trade, and other Utes 
for the public Revenues; but Bounties properly a 
plied are not ſuch Clogs upon the People, as th | 
Creation of new Places in the Army, and Navy; 
nor need the Revenue be at all diminiſhed, ſince an 
Addition to the Duties on foreign Commodities of 
the ſame kind, will raiſe enough to diſcharge all 
that is required. Bounties given to Foreigners (in 
Whoſe. favour the Balance of Trade is) muſt be paid 
in Bullion; and in that caſe become pernicious 
Drains. of the National Wealth. But Bounties given 
to our on diſtant Subjects, wanting Home Manu- 
factures, are virtually paid in thoſe. very Manu- 
factures: and the raw Materials upon which thoſe 
Gre FEED  Bountis 


C44 


2 


5 


\ Rivalſhip 


18. 
u- 
0. 
nd N 
are 
en, 
ig- 
F] 
his 
be 
our 
ile 
on, 
t of 
and 
the 
noſe 
Ties 


7 * 


Bountties are given to Sibje#s, not only ſave ou 
Bullion paid for ſuch to Foreigners, but multiply 
the Profit upon be Labour of Home Maniifactures 
and conſequently encreaſe fo far, the National 
Wealth. I; notwithſtanding theſe evident Reaſons; 
Bounties ſhould be refuſed in general; and on Pigs 
Iron in particular, our Americas Subjects muſt pro- 
ceed as they have began, to erect Forges for ma- 
nufacturing their own Iron, to the entire Loſs of 
that Branch of our Trade. | 

But this is not all; for if our Northern Colonies 


are not enabled by Bounties, on other Productions 


above-mentioned, as well as Pig- Iron, to pay for 
our Woollen Manufactures, Neceffity will enforce a 
of them ulſo, to the great damage of 
the (Mother-Country. For then, we muſt loſe the 


{ Exportation of our coarſe Woollens, for which the 
| American Colonies are the beſt Markets, wherein 


Foreigners canhot ſupplant us, while our Acts of 


Navigation continue in force. But as theſe Boun- 


ties are propoſed to be paid by Great- Britain only, 
lo it is highly reaſonable, that e alone ſhould con- 
tinue to enjoy that Branch of Trude, excluſive of 


Ireland : eſpecially ſince that Kingdom will reap 

ſuff cient Adv by a Share of the Foreign 

Woollen Trade, and the propoſed Encouragement of 

her Linnen Manufactures, both to encreaſe her 

_ and prevent the clandeſtine Exportation of 
00), 


But ſince the Schemes for that purpoſe above- 


mentioned (and now ſubmitted with all Deference 


to publick Conſideration) require Time for Deli- 
beration and Execution; and ſince France may take 
alarm at the firſt Motions of the Legiſlature to 
1 the Exportation of Wool, and double her 
Uigence to fill all her Magazines before an effec- 
tual Prevention takes * . 
* than 


(26) 
ſtrictly the Coaſts. of , freland, 
cularly of Galloway, by a ſufficient Number of 
Ships of. War, under. Commanders « of the moſt 
racters,1as well to prevent the clan- 
tation of Wool, as to defend in a 
mater our Navigation. 
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